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TEST PAPER 1

READING
1. My Pictures, My Videos
Digital photography has become an increasingly popular way to create and view images, and the Media Center is the ultimate photo album. The first step is storing your photos in the My Pictures folder. You can keep track of your photos with folder previews and display your pictures as full-screen images or a slide show. You can even set your images to music by choosing a playlist in My Music, then creating a slide show in My Pictures, and combining the two. 
As for moving pictures, My Videos lets you save home movies and other videos to your hard drive and organize them as part of a digital media library. Using Windows Movie Maker, you can edit your videos, which can then be viewed with Windows Media Player. If you want to watch Hollywood movies, the Media Center comes equipped with a DVD drive. The system's remote can be used with DVDs as well as My TV. Prices will vary by manufacturer. And the different companies will make different-size screens. That helps make the Media Center a more personal product.
Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false (F).
1. Digital photos have become less popular.

2. You can make your pictures full-screen.
3. My Videos allows you save movies to floppy disks.

4. You can edit your videos with Windows Media Player and view them with Windows Movie Maker.

5. The system’s remote can be used both with DVDs and My TV.

VOCABULARY

2. Find the words in the text that mean:

1. to make something new  

2. to put something in a particular place on a computer screen 

3. a list of all the pieces of music
4. to make changes to a file 

5. the flat surface on a computer where words and pictures are shown 

6. done by a person directly, used about  things you don’t share with anyone  else

3. Complete the text with the words in the box.

My Music

Many of you already use your 1____________ to maximize your musical experience. The Media Center, however, makes managing your tunes even easier. The My Music 2______________ are built on the Windows Media Player 3______________ . You can listen to CDs or play music files in many different 4_______________ including MP3, CD and Windows Media Audio. A simple key-word 5______________ finds the songs you want. One of my favorite features is shuffling, which lets you mix up and play music that you can 6_____________ by artist, album or genre.

WRITING
4. Write a short paragraph about pictures, music and videos on the Internet. Use the following ideas to help you. Add any other ideas you may have.
· can get all the music want

· no pay for music and videos

· a lot of new and modern things

· bad design

· silly sounds files

TEST PAPER 2

READING

1. Upgrading your microprocessor

Another hardware upgrade touted in the computer magazines is the microprocessor upgrade. It's not hard to do: The microprocessor slides or clips into a socket. Most computers are designed that way. In general, upgrading your microprocessor isn't recommended, though, for several reasons:

Cost: When your dealer buys microprocessors to plug into his computers, he buys them by the truckload. He gets a discount; you don't. You pay top dollar for a new microprocessor, which can be a several-hundred-dollar premium for the current top-of-the-line model. Spending your money on a memory upgrade may give you better results anyway.

Compatibility: Although the new microprocessor may plug into the old one's slot, is the computer's circuitry geared to work with it? Motherboards are designed around specific microprocessors running at specific speeds. Although the new one may function, it may be crippled or inhibited by the older circuitry on the motherboard. What's the point of having a faster microprocessor when it has to slow down to access your computer's old memory?
Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false (F).
1. The microprocessor upgrade is never advised by magazines.

2. Upgrading your microprocessor isn't suggested for some reasons.

3. It’s better not to waste your money on the microprocessor upgrade.

4. Motherboards are designed around standard microprocessors running at standard speeds.

5. A faster microprocessor never slows down to access your computer's old memory.

VOCABULARY

2. Find the words in the text that mean:

1. computer equipment

2. a reduction in the price of something

3. happening or existing now

4. the fact that different pieces of computer equipment and software can be used together

5. the main circuit board in a computer
6. to get information, especially from a computer

3. Complete the text with the words in the box.


Upgrading your operating system

The best way to get the next 1_____________ of an operating system is to wait until you need to buy a new computer. The new version comes installed on that computer. Otherwise, you risk a great deal by 2_______________your current operating system - primarily, that some of your older software may not be 3_____________, which would force you into paying lots of 4_____________for upgrades. You may eventually encounter new 5_________________ that requires the newest operating system. Traditionally, however, that doesn't happen until the new 6________________system is about two years old. 

WRITING

4. Write a short paragraph about upgrading your PC. Use the following ideas to help you. Add any other ideas you may have.

· upgrades are inexpensive

· upgrade often solves a number of problems

· you can upgrade or replace any of its components at any time

· what you upgrade first depends on your needs

· just about everything in your computer can be upgraded

TEST PAPER 3

READING
Understanding RAM and your PC’s CPU

When you hear PC owners talking about the speed and performance of their computers, they're typically talking about one of three different components (or all of these components together, as a group):

· The central processing unit (CPU): Many of today's PCs use either an Intel Pentium 4 or its cheaper and slower cousin, the Celeron. Another popular processor is the AMD Athlon 64. The speed of your processor is measured in either megahertz (MHz) or gigahertz (GHz), with 1 GHz equaling 1000 MHz. 

· Your system memory, or random access memory (RAM): RAM is temporary storage, where the processor does its work, where programs run, and where information is stored while it's being worked on. The more memory that your PC has and the faster that memory is, the better your PC will perform - especially Windows, which uses a great deal of memory.

· The graphics processing unit (GPU): This is the chipset used on your video card. The better the chipset, the faster and the more realistic 3-D graphics that your PC can produce.

Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false (F).
1. Today's PCs try not to use an Intel Pentium 4.

2. The speed of your processor is measured in gigahertz.

3. The less memory that your PC has, the better it performs.
4. Windows doesn’t use a lot of memory.

5. GPU is the chipset used on videocards.
VOCABULARY

2. Find the words in the text that mean:
1. the part of a computer that controls and performs all its operations
2. a unit most often used for measuring the speed of a computer’s processor or memory, equal to one million hertz

3. the ability of a computer to store information or the process of doing this
4. the part of a computer  in which information, instruction and programs are stored

5.  a number of integrated circuits designed to perform one or more related functions

6. pictures produced by computers

3. Complete the text with the words in the box.


Basic types of RAM
There are two basic types of RAM: dynamic RAM (DRAM) and 1.__________________ RAM (SRAM).The two types differ in the technology they use to hold 2.______________, dynamic RAM being the more common type. Dynamic RAM needs to be 3.__________________thousands of times per second. Static RAM does not need to be refreshed, which makes it faster; but it is also more 4.____________than dynamic RAM. Both types of RAM are volatile, meaning that they lose their contents when the 5.____________ is turned off. 

WRITING

4. Write a short paragraph about your PC’s CPU and RAM. 

TEST PAPER 4

READING

1. Programming languages

Computers can deal with different kinds of problems but they must be given the right instructions. Instructions are written in one of the high-level languages, for example, FORTRAN, COBOL, ALGOL, PASCAL, BASIC, or C. But a program written in one of these languages must be interpreted into machine code. Usually when one instruction written in a high-level language is transformed into machine code, it results in several instructions. A brief description of some high-level languages is given below.

FORTRAN is acronym for FORmula TRANslations. This language is used for solving scientific and mathematical problems. It consists of algebraic formulae and English phrases. COBOL is acronym for COmmon Business-Oriented Languages. This language is used for commercial purposes. COBOL deals with the problems that do not involve a lot of mathematical calculations. ALGOL is acronym for ALGOrithmic Language. It is used for mathematical and scientific purposes. BASIC is acronym for Beginner’s All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code. It is used by students who require a simple language to begin programming.  C is developed to support the UNIX operating system. C is a general-purpose language. When a program is designed to do a specific type of work it is called an application program.

Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false (F).

1. FORTRAN deals with the problems that do not involve a lot of mathematical calculations.

2. An application program is a program designed to do a specific type of work

3. Usually an instruction written in a low-level language is transformed into machine code.

4. C consists of algebraic formulae and English phrases.

5. Computers must be given the right instructions in one of the high-level languages.

VOCABULARY

2. Find the words and word combinations in the text that mean:

1. a word or abbreviation based upon the initials of the term it symbolizes.

2. a human-oriented language in which computer programs are written.

3. software that controls the hardware.

4. a set of written computer instruction.

5. program that is designed to do a particular job.

3. Complete the text with the words in the box.


Videoconferences
A videoconference lets people in different places see and hear each other at the same time. People use it for 1_________ business and community events. Students can learn about different cultures in real time, and go on 2_______________ field trips without leaving home. Businessmen use it for meetings and job interviews because it saves money and time in traveling. Libraries and town halls can use it to bring people together for community meeting and other special 3___________. 

Videoconferences need a Web 4_______________ and videoconferencing software. You can use the Internet, a Local Area Network (LAN) or an Integrated Service 5____________ Network (ISDN) to have a videoconference

WRITING

4. Write a short paragraph about your future career in IT.
TEST PAPER 5

READING

1. Today's operating systems
Command line interface (or CLI) OS's such as DOS, use only the keyboard for input. Modern OS's use a mouse for input with a graphical user interface (GUI) sometimes implemented as a shell. The appropriate OS may depend on the hardware architecture, specifically the CPU, with only Linux and BSD running on almost any CPU. Since the early 1990s the choice for personal computers has been largely limited to the Microsoft Windows family and the Unix-like family, of which Linux and Mac OS X are becoming the major choices. Mainframe computers and embedded systems use a variety of different operating systems, many with no direct connection to Windows or Unix, but typically more similar to Unix than Windows.
 The Unix-like family is a diverse group of operating systems, with several major sub-categories including System V, BSD, and Linux. The name "Unix" is a trademark of The Open Group which licenses it for use to any operating system that has been shown to conform to the definitions that they have cooperatively developed. The name is commonly used to refer to the large set of operating systems which resemble the original Unix.
Unix systems run on a wide variety of machine architectures. They are used heavily as server systems in business, as well as workstations in academic and engineering environments. Free software Unix variants, such as Linux and BSD, are increasingly popular.

The Microsoft Windows family of operating systems originated as a graphical layer on top of the older MS-DOS environment for the IBM PC. Modern versions are based on the newer Windows NT core that first took shape in OS/2 and borrowed from OpenVMS. Windows runs on 32-bit and 64-bit Intel and AMD computers, although earlier versions also ran on the DEC Alpha, MIPS, and PowerPC architectures (there was work in progress to make it work also on the SPARC architecture)
Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false (F).

1. DOS uses both mouse and keyboard for input.

2. Linux and Mac OS X has become the major choices since the early 1990s.
3. The name "Unix" is a trademark of The Open Group which licenses it for use to any operating system.

4. Programmers prefer to use free software Unix variants.

5. Modern versions of the Microsoft Windows family of operating systems are based on the newer Windows NT core.

VOCABULARY

2. Find the words and word combinations in the text that mean:

1. a piece of computing equipment with keys on it, used for putting information into a computer.

2. a powerful computer that has a number of smaller computers connected to it for individual users.

3.the software that tells the parts of a computer how to work together and what to do.

4. a powerful computer used in an office or other place of work.

5. a form of something that is different from other forms or from the original.

3. Complete the text with the words in the box.


Other operating systems.
 Mainframe operating systems, such as IBM's z/OS, and 1. _______________ operating systems such as VxWorks, eCos, and PalmOS, are usually unrelated to Unix and Windows, except Windows CE, Windows NT Embedded 4.0 and Windows XP Embedded. OpenVMS from Hewlett-Packard (formerly DEC), is still under 2. ____________ development.

Older operating systems which are still used in niche markets include the Windows-like OS/2 from IBM; Mac OS, the non-Unix precursor to Apple's Mac OS X; BeOS, which is still used widely in theatre for sound design; RISC OS, which is specifically designed to run on ARM processor architectures; and AmigaOS, the first user 3. _____________ interface (GUI) based operating system with advanced 4. ____________  capabilities available to the general public.

Research and development of new kinds of operating systems is an active subfield of 5._______________science. Microsoft Singularity is a research project to develop an operating system with better memory protection.
WRITING

4. Describe any OS you know.

formats   computer  select   technology   search  features








 software  upgrading   operating   compatible   version   money 





 power   static      expensive   data      refreshed 





 camera  education  digital  virtual  activities





 multimedia computer graphical  embedded active
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